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•Name: Mr Christopher Auker-Howlett
• Position: Chair & Lead Networker

• Gloucester Community Networking
• Background:
• I am a British Army Veteran, who was injured (a ‘wheelchair user’) 

due to a Military Jungle Warfare Training Accident in 1998.
• My career in the Military took me to many parts of the world, 

attached to various units of which I am very proud.
• As well as being an Army Chef (RLC), I completed both P-Company 

and Military Parachute Courses and I served with the UN in Rwanda 
in 1994.
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200,000 
Under 18 year olds joined up to fight

 

Jack Cornwall 
Victoria Cross 
Award 16yrs

Died 1916

Sidney Lewis
12yrs who fought at 

the Battle of the 
Somme in 1916.

Private 6322 John Condon
killed at Ypres aged just 14
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Why so many under aged Boys 
joined up
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http://www.bbc.co.uk/guides/zcvdh
yc
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306 Soldiers shot for cowardice 
in WW1

Joined in Teens  - Shot at Dawn

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nBSFcyZDhbs



Lest We Forget - TalksFighting Proud & Sacrifice Lost (LGBT WW1)

Ethel Mary SmythMAY ‘TOUPIE’ LOWTHER

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Croix_de_Guerre
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War Poet  Wilfred Owen

…

War Poet Siegfried Sassoon
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SgQhH67oP
gY

An animated adaption of Wilfred Owen's harrowing poem 'Dulce Et Decorum 
Este 

Latin title is taken from the Roman poet Horace and means 
"it is sweet and honourable...",

 followed by pro patria mori, which means "to die for one's country".

War Poet  Wilfred Owen
Killed in Action  4 November 1918
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Captain Edward Brittain 
Military Cross during the Battle of the Somme,

It was June, 1918 and Edward had been subtly 
warned that military sensors had opened a letter meant for him

The context of this letter made it, ‘unmistakably plain’ that Edward and 
his brother officer, ‘were involved with men 
in their company in homosexuality’. 

Captain Brittain faced humiliating
 courts martial he faced when he 
returned from the front in Italy.
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Edward was serving in Italy with his regiment, the 
11th Battalion of the Notts and Derby Regiment,.

On June 15, 1918, the Austro-Hungarian army launched
 a surprise attack in Italy, part of which fell against 
British forces on the Asiago plateau. 

Firing his revolver Edward and his men charged the 
Austrians, forcing them back out of trench and through 
the wire.

Thanks to Edward’s bravery and leadership, the lost
 territory had been recaptured, however, he was shot 
in the head by an Austrian sniper.

According to the 
Manual of Military Law 

1914, had he been 
found guilty, Edward 
could have faced a 

sentence of a 
maximum of 10-years 

in prison.
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Homosexuality In the 
British Armed  Forces

Homosexuality was illegal during WW1
1914-1918 evidence of homosexual acts between men resulted in corporal 

punishment or two years imprisonment 
Records of LGBT experiences are sparse.

Remained illegal for Civilians in England until 1967

Was illegal in British Armed Forces until 2000 – 
(Penalty of Arrest, Jail Interrogation and Dishonourable Discharge)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xzar5C88YV
w
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Q & A
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WW1 
Uniforms
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Entry was free today, 
however, if you would like to 
make a Donation to BLESMA
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Many 
Thanks
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