TheNetworker May 2025
GLOUCESTERSHIRE - FORCES HUBS

Welcome to TheNetworker with information about the

Gloucestershire — Forces Hubs, their events and wider

Gloudstays
information Networking with Needs and Resources for the =L UIR
Armed Forces Communities in Gloucestershire.

ARMED FORCES COMMUNITIES ARE WELCOME TO ALL FORCES HUBS

)  Who they are?

Glos-FHubs provide locations that are fully accessible, where Armed Forces
Communities are welcome, for both social and provision of resources of

information and specialist organisations to be accessible.

In May 2025 Glos-FHubs include 3 x FHUBs and have had 1 x Glos-FHUB-Pop Up, in

April 2025

AIMS & GROUP DETAILS:

)
»

)

»

For 'Face to Face' regular weekly, monthly and Online Resources

The Glos-FHubs are open to Serving Military Personnel (Regular & Reservists),
Veterans and their families of all nationalities. (we also welcome serving or ex
Blue Light and Civil Service personnel and their families)

Brews & Wets - Lunch and Learn with guest speakers, meet old friends and
make new ones

Locations In Gloucester City and Networking with district FHubs around
Gloucestershire are being built to support networks of all the Countywide and

National, Statutory and Voluntary, Military and Civilian support Organisations.

GENERAL RESOURCES YOU CAN FIND AT THE FHUB:

»

Private Rooms:
All Glos-FHubs include private rooms for Interviews / Meeting with Support
Organisations or just for a ReOrg /Quiet Space - Please just ask Chris Auker-

Howlett



)

)

)

)

»

FHUB's Leaflet Resources Corner:
Information from Support Organisations for the armed forces communities. If

you have leaflets from other organisations, please bring them along.

Raffle:
Arranged at Monthly Churchdown-FHub- Lunch & Learn - by Brenda ex RN
Wren & Mike ex RAF, funds raised go to nominated military charities, Xmas Mess

Lunches etc

Please feel free to donate Raffle Prizes.

Funds to go to causes decided by FHub Members (Raffle Account Sheet and
Monies Spent with Feeback will be shared each month!)

*Daily hot meal for a 2 week period (then to be revised) for homeless Veterans
*Recycled bikes for homeless Veterans

*New underwear & toiletries

*Veteran's Homeless Kits (VHK)

Annual Accessible Day Trips:
Possible with ‘The Not Forgotten Military’
Charity - (No Cost TBC)

THE NOT FORGOTTEN

Military Book Library:
Bring and borrow fiction & non-fiction books, Military Association journals etc

Military Modelling:

We will be starting a Military Modelling r MﬂDELS
Group with help from The Charity
HE RGES

‘Models 4 Heros

https://www.modelsforheroes.org.uk/about-us/



GLOUCESTERSHIRE FORCES HUB- CALENDAR OF EVENTS:

Churchdown - FHUB- Lunch & Learn, Advice and Information
Last Thursday of the month at GL3 Community Hub

) 29th May - Debrief of the Gloucestershire-Forces Hub-

) 26th June - Armed Forces Day Fundraiser — Funding for Veterans Homeless Kits

) 28th June (Sat) — Armed Forces Day -Stand in Gloucester Quays (Volunteers needed)

» 17th July — Presentation of Post- Glos-FHub-Pop Up at the county Armed Forces

Covenant partnership (Including Councils, NHS, Charities etc)

All Monthly Churchdown- Forces Hubs include- Models 4 Heros

WEEKLY & MONTHLY GLOUCESTERSHIRE-FORCES HUB’S-ACTIVITY

ABBREVIATIONS + KEY:

Activity Activity in Full: Support Activity Activity in Support
Abbreviation: Worker: Abbreviation: Full: Worker:
Volunteering, Mandy Model4Heros Military Chris & Rob
Edu_cg‘uon, Bartlet Model!mg
Training & Charity
VETE Employment (\Sfeterar::s with free
uppor modellin
(Mandy Co-ord) 9
Bartlette)
RESOURCES Chris Digital Drop in Craig Mayo
(Informatlon and | Auker- Inclusion for any (Veteran
Advice) to meet | Howlett .
the NEEDSs of Basic (Veteran
(Veteran) Computer Digital
Info & Advice | Armed Forces 'gita
Communities — Forces Training Inclusion
Leaflets and Hub Co-ord)
Online Welfare, Paul Elksnis
Health etc
Info & Debt Management, Food Donations, Basic Education (English as a
Advice Can Second Language, Maths, Wellbeing via GL Communities Charity)
include:
Refreshments FREE Refreshments Refreshments FREE - Refreshments in
Abbreviation: . . Abbreviation: Full:
in Full:
Brews & Wets Non-Alcoholic Drinks Lunch & Learn Sandwiches / Soup

(Navy & Army / RAF Slang)




Weekly & Monthly Gloucestershire-Forces Hub- Activities (Glos-FHub-Activities):

Training.
Info & Advice.

Library Church

Rd, Longlevens,

Gloucester GL2
OAJ

Day: Timing: Activity: Location: Refreshments
(Free):
Mon | 11.00-14.00hrs Info & Advice. Brews & Wets
The Phoenix
Community
Tue 10.00-15.00hrs VETE Centre, Matson
Lane, Brews & Wets
Gloucester, GL4
Wed | 10.00-15.00hrs VETE & Digital 6DX
Inclusion, (moving in Sep Brews & Wets
Info & Advice. to Advice &
Models4Heros Resource
o _ Centre. Norbury
Thu | 10.00-15.00hrs Digital Inclusion. Ave, Matson, Brews & Wets
Gloucester GL4
6AQ)
Fri 10.00-12.45hrs Basic Computer Longlevens Brews & Wets

S
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LONGLEVENS LIBRARY - FHUB - BASIC COMPUTER
TRAINING:

1000-1245hrs Every Friday, general, very basic, advice on
Computers (Laptops, Tablets, Smart Phones, Meet &
Greet, Brew & Wets, Info & Advice).

at the Longlevens Library, Church Rd, Longlevens, Longlevens Library-
Gloucester GL2 OAJ FHub- Basic Computer
Training

1100-1200hrs Private Room for confidential discussions

Private Rooms for Interviews and Meetings away from home with Op Courage,
RBL, SSAFA, H4H etc:
) Churchdown- Forces Hub

) Phoenix Centre- Matson-Forces Hub
» Longlevens Library - Forces Hub & Basic Computer Training

Contact Chris Auker-Howlett

SITUATION — REPORT:
'What's new for Armed Forces Communities in Gloucestershire & in the UK":

Check out our Facebook page:
FORCES HUB
) for the following new Veterans

Forces Hub FHub Gloucestershire Military
Personnel, Veterans & Families

211 likes = 253 followers

VPR LO

For Longlevens & District Veterans
Posts About Menticns Reviews Reels Photos More »
Association -Brew & Wets group
) Breakfast Clubs and Social groups

) Information on Armed forces Communities NEEDS and RESOURCES



FUTURE FORCES HUB DATES:

) Military Modelling:
We will be starting a Military Model Group with help from The Charity ‘Models 4 Heros

https://www.modelsforheroes.org.uk/about-us/

r MODELS
HEROES

‘GLOUCESTERSHIRE-FORCES HUB-POP UP’
(Gloucestershire Integrated Forces Strategy (GIFS)):

12th-25% April 2025 for 2 weeks and weekends April 2025 (around the Anniversary of

the battle of Imjin River — Gloucestershire Regiment 1951 and Military Families)

THE GLOS-FHUB-POP UP IN APRIL 2025 INCLUDED 3 AREAS:

) Objective: to provide evidence for a Gloucestershire Integrated Forces Strategy

(GIFS) with permanent Central Glos-FHubs and FHubs in all Council Districts

Gloucester City Mayor & the Eastgate
Shopping Centre Manager




Glos-FHub-Pop Up
Apr 12th-25 2025

AREAS IN THE GLOS-FHUB-POP UP:

1)

»

Brews/Wets (drinks), Information
Library, Computer Hot Desking
and linked to GCC Website.
Volunteers needed for Meet &

Greet with Training being given by

GL Communities

2) We also aimed to include Networking Meetings (with statutory and
voluntary support organizations) for:
*Homelife - Homelessness, Budgeting,
Food

*Volunteering Education, Training, and
Employment (Transferring out of the
military) (VETE)

*Health (General & Mental Health)

*Understanding the Armed Forces
Covenant




3) 1:1 interviews with Welfare and Mental Health, etc.

» Including space for Training and Networking
Conferences (Training for Civilian Organisations
Understanding the Military Mindset).

» Armed Forces Commmunities learning about

support resources, DWP employment groups,

mental health, addiction, family support, etc.

.

INFORMATION ON THE GLOUCESTERSHIRE - FORCES HUB- POP UP:
Y Drop In - Meet & Greet, Brew & Wets, Information & Advice Leaflets, Laptops for

online searching etc ) Timings: 1000-1400hrs ) Days: Mon, Wed, Fri & Sat
Y Networking Meetings: For Organisations to discuss NEEDS & RESOURCES for
Armed Forces Communities ) Timings: 1000-1400hrs ) Days: Tue & Thu

GLOS-FHUB-POP UP
RESULTS NEEDS & RESPOURCES

400 25
ATTENDEES ORGANISATIONS
OVER 12 ATTENDED.

DAYS.
100

EVALUATIONS.




Glos- FHub-Temporary location
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VALOUR

What is Valour?

VALOUR is a new programme giving veterans across the UK easier access to the
essential care and support available to them. This was announced in May 2025 and is
being overseen by the Office for Veterans' Affairs in the Ministry of Defence. VALOUR
will improve the coordination of services at a national, regional and local level to ensure
that veterans receive the support they need.

Visit the gov.uk website for full details:
https.//www.gov.uk/guidance/valour-information-and-next-steps

How might Valour affect Gloucestershire FHubs?

The present government have set up a Valour centre in Northeast England. The goals
of Valour align with the aims and goals of a permanent Forces Hub system in
Gloucestershire.

We feel that we should not wait for Gloucestershire to be selected for a Valour scheme,
which is why we set up the Gloucestershire Forces Hubs Pop Up proof of concept in
April and will continue to run the existing Forces Hubs in partnership with GL
Communities (see Glos Fhub Activities table above).

We have been in conversation with Gloucester City MP Alex Mcintyre about the
possibility of the Valour scheme coming to Gloucestershire.


https://www.gov.uk/government/news/thousands-of-veterans-to-benefit-from-new-uk-wide-support-network
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/office-for-veterans-affairs

VOLUNTEERS WANTED!
If you can spare time to help support the FORCES HUB - Churchdown
Roles include:

) Welcome Brews & Wets. Raffle, Setting up and clearing away, Offering help with
transport

)  Admin support (Social media & ‘TheNetworker' -FHUB)

) If you would like to share Armed Forces Community Information e.g Veterans'’
Breakfast Clubs etc for this TheNetworker' FHUB Newsletter, contact Chris (see
below)

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THE FORCES HUBS CONTACT:

Chris Auker-Howlett (Veteran) FORCES HUB- Churchdown (FHUB)
Gloucester Community Networking (GCN)

Tel: 07535335804 (Text)

FB: FORCES HUB - Gloucestershire.
Email: FHUB@gloscomnet.org

Web: www.gloscomnet.org/forceshub.php

Address (as of Sep 2025):
Forces Hub, Advice & Resource Centre. Norbury Ave, Matson, Gloucester GL4 6AG



